
Traveling Shrine Program 
 
Special devotional programs involving a traveling shrine can be developed to promote 
fervent and devotional prayer for an increase in vocations to the diocesan priesthood and 
the consecrated religious life. 
 
This program offers a method that encourages praying for religious and priestly vocations 
in the Catholic families/households of the parish. 
 
The parish provides a free-standing crucifix, statue, or chalice for this program. A 
parishioner acts as coordinator of the program.  This individual invites families/ 
households from the parish to host the Vocation Crucifix, Devotional Statue, or Elijah 
Cup in their home for a week.  By accepting the shrine, the family/household agrees to 
pray for religious and priestly vocations during that week/month.  
 
Each week/month, the shrine is passed to another parish family/household at one of the 
weekend Masses in the parish.  The importance of praying for vocations is thus kept alive 
and prominent before the parish community. A packet of suggested prayers should be 
included with the shrine.  See the Vocation Committee/Prayer website for ideas.   
 
 
An Introduction and explanation of the Traveling Shrine Program 
“The harvest is rich, but there are few laborers to gather it in. Beg the Lord of the 
Harvest to send laborers into the harvest.” –Matthew 9:37-38 
 
Vocations are the result of the Christian community actively engaged in prayer that “the 
owner of the harvest…will send out workers to gather his harvest.”  Placing faith and 
hope in this command of the LORD, the intention of the Traveling Shrine Program is to 
promote in local parishes fervent and devotional prayer.  
 
It is vital to future vocations that the seed be planted and nourished in families and local 
parishes.  The Traveling Shrine Program described here proposes a method that will keep 
the idea of religious and priestly vocations in the minds and prayers of Catholic families 
and parishes.  
 
Each week/month, the shrine is given to a particular family/household in the parish.  The 
family/household accepting the shrine for a given week agrees to pray during that 
week/month for religious and priestly vocations.  Prayer for vocations can be offered at 
any time during the day, perhaps before the family’s main meal, or whatever time is most 
convenient. 
 
Each week the shrine is passed to another family/household.  This should take place at 
one of the parish’s weekend Masses.  In this way, praying for vocations is kept before all 
parishioners. 



The Traveling Shrine Program offers the hope that praying for vocations will be kept in 
the minds and hearts of parishioners.  Further, it will encourage individual 
families/households to discuss and, hopefully, promote religious and priestly vocations. 
 
 
A Pastor’s Guide 
As Pastor, you will hold a key role in encouraging the promotion of the Traveling Shrine 
Program in your parish.  While the program should not demand much of your time, it will 
be important that you personally promote it in its initial stages and encourage your staff 
to do so as well. 
 
Of primary importance is the person you will select to coordinate your parish’s Traveling 
Shrine Program.  This person can be from your vocations committee or some other 
person who has good organizational skills, is willing to ask others to be involved, and has 
the desire to help create better vocation awareness.  Perhaps you know of someone who 
has been looking for a way that he or she can make a contribution of time and talent to 
the parish without being involved in existing structures. 
 
Your contribution to this effort will lead the way for your parishioners to become more 
involved in nurturing and encouraging vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  In 
turn, it is hoped that all will benefit by the graces that will come from the prayerful 
support that will be realized through the Traveling Shrine Program. 
 
 
 
 


